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Okamura Hideto

Mayor, City of Obu
(2016 - )

KIFHER=F 7 1 Vv IHOMEKRE TS 25, 2023 4F
11 AIR3OAFELEVWIHEZBZE LTz, ZORSITLT:
D RIFEMBERRENCINTZER AT I NLL, FLTE
DIZRWET,

1993 4E 11 Bz, Huiv ~ Vv COEBERHEZE LT, 1
HHR L KIF 23O, ROV EERITEMRT 2L %
BRI IERER T 2 32 U TRk, SULEEMTREE . REMR
EEDHBTORREBFEDTEE LT, MHOTRBEWIZ
i, FEAEW, RKBEZBFATSE 2L, BHOoHREIC
EoTEBELRBRLEL, MELLD F LT,

30 AEEXMZ7: 2023 FE X, £ OTHRSLHEBRE IS
WBHNWT S, FEERSTELITVE LT, TEEZBEL T,
MHOREFOEDREFZHOTREL S L DI, KIFHS
LITRZETERUTEDET, ZLT8BITR—-MT7 «
Yy FTH ARG T 2 2 L3 TE, W ORI E KA
NEBOQHEM L ERETEWICHERTEE LI L &,
REZEIFLLBoTnE T,

T, TE T, MRE TR SRS S nBRE
OERE, WFRITR=F 7 4V vy 7THROEFIES Bt %
RLEFEFTLELDIT, 5B, WHOMBKETHRIA &
D—JEIEFHKITT D, KKK ZEEHoTVET,

November 2023 marked the thirtieth anniversary of the sister
cities relationship between the City of Obu and the City of
Port Phillip. It makes me very happy, and proud, that we have
been able to establish such a longstanding friendship.

Since our cities came together as sister cities, with the
aim of deepening our mutual understanding and friendship
and contributing to peace and prosperity throughout the
world through international exchange at the local level, in
November 1993, we have deepened our exchange in such
areas as culture and the arts, education, and environmental
conservation. Visiting one another's cities, learning from
one another, and cultivating friendships has been a valuable
experience and become an asset to both our communities.
Throughout our thirtieth anniversary year in fiscal 2023,
a variety of commemorative events were held with the
cooperation of many community members and those with ties
to our sister cities. Not only was I able to reaffirm the strength
of the bonds between our cities through these events, but I
also feel that our friendship has grown stronger still. It was
wonderful to be able to visit the City of Port Phillip in August
and together affirm the necessity and benefits of passing our
cities' relationship on to the next generation.

In closing, I extend my deepest gratitude to the many who
have been a part of and assisted our sister cities relationship
throughout the years, together with my hope that the
exchange between our cities finds even greater vigor and
continues for a very long time to come.
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Congratulations to both of our beautiful cities on 30 years of
our sister-city relationship.

Our two cities have shared many beautiful memories over this
time. When I moved from California to Melbourne in 2009,
the St Kilda Botanical Gardens became one of my favourite
places in the city to visit. In 2013, I noticed that a Japanese
garden was planted along with a beautiful stone lantern to
celebrate the 20-year anniversary of the Obu/Port Phillip
sister-city relationship.

In 2020, I was fortunate to be elected as a City of Port Phillip
councillor and then elected Mayor in 2022. It was a delight to
meet Mayor Okamura over Zoom in early 2023 to discuss the
sister-city relationship and hear plans to celebrate the 30-year
anniversary. Even though I don’t speak Japanese, I could tell
how excited Mayor Okamura was to share his plans to visit
Port Phillip.

In August 2023, it was my pleasure to host Mayor Okamura,
and a delegation from Obu City to Port Phillip. During this
visit, Mayor Okamura and I planted a Japanese Maple tree
together in the St Kilda Botanical Gardens, adjacent to
the Japanese Garden I had admired for many years before
becoming a councillor. This Japanese Maple has grown
beautifully since that day in 2023 and will remain as a symbol
of the strength of our sister city relationship for another 30
years and beyond.

It was a pleasure and an honour for me to visit Obu in April
2024, including adding to the wattle trees in the Port Phillip
Garden in Obu Midori Park with St Kilda Primary students. It
is a lovely city that I hope to visit again.
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City of Obu
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Located in the northeast corner of the Chita Peninsula in
western Aichi Prefecture, the City of Obu is situated on a
strategic point connecting the Nagoya, Chita and Mikawa
districts, with the convenience of quick access to Nagoya
Station via the JR Tokaido Line and access to the expressway
network, and its abundant natural environment making it an
attractive location. While the industrial city with flourishing
automotive-related and other manufacturing industries is a
prominent aspect, Obu has 'a healthy city' as one of the city's
goals, and the large number of nature-rich parks contribute to
a harmony between the natural and the urban.

In an unusual initiative, Obu is undertaking various projects
in its efforts to realise the vision of 'a home of the violin' as
held by Suzuki Masakichi, known as Japan's king of the violin'.
The city is working to make the violin a familiar presence for
young and old through programs including in-school concerts
by Obu-born international violinist Takezawa Kyoko for junior
high school students, violin classes at elementary schools, and
classical music concerts.
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City of Port Phillip

R=br74 Vv 7HE A=A 7V 707 FYTM
OFLEHA VANV THTOEA, R—+7 4V v 7Bod
WBRIUET 2WL0HETT, 19 #HitREIcEr L A%
(FEATOWTAEIZ 20 HHCHIEEL L A VRNV Y D NTEDE
DW/HFE L TES NG, REDEFENLEYIES
BROELLCEPLERETREFOELVWHHTI, [ b
WET 2 ATFANN] [V P XENET 4 VAT = AT 4N
W74 FR=—=F] G&E 1EEZBLTVWDLVEL AN
YEHRBD, REITKBOADGEZVE T, -+ 7
TOF 177 7) OBE#THH D, £/, Y bRy
XY OFETEBENIBEL T, KRG, BEREMMO V-2
NEIZTEDL L, HITTDO AN ERENE TIRD > BLE™
THbHH ET,

T, AODOK3B%IMEIHEZINT, HhowWwd EZHITE
NENOEEIR LOLNE T, BERZ -V ViEOLE
ErbL, 2 XX ANORMOE R szl WwWr —%RE, A
2 Y 7 ANDERET L ICRBREREAR, RS ok A3k
b2 IS EIURBIEE T, SRRAAE, ULDOANT L B8
FIZELLEBLO D T RS ULEEDHETLH D,
Ho R EZBIE2EHTT,

-
Le]

&

Y hFISFE—F StKilda Beach

R—b74Y v 71

(2022 F31R7E)

(2022)
103,840 A
R—bT71Y7TH Lo 20.6 2k

The City of Port Phillip is in the state of Victoria, Australia,
situated on the northeastern shore of Port Phillip Bay, and
adjoining the southern border of the City of Melbourne. A
residential area for the wealthy in the late 19th century, this
seaside town has been the much-loved summer playground for
Melburnians since the early 1900s.Port Phillip is a beautiful
city, its streetscapes featuring many historical buildings and a
wealth of nature. With events including the St Kilda Festival,
St Kilda Film Festival, and the Pride March, there's something
on all year round, and a popular place on any weekend. It's
also the home of the Australian F1 Grand Prix. Port Phillip's
famous coastline has Little Penguins, swimming beaches,
the historical amusement park Luna Park, parks and other
attractions enjoyed by locals and tourists alike.

Around 33% of Port Phillip's population was born overseas, and
the influence of various backgrounds can be seen all around the
city. From historical artefacts of the indigenous Kulin people to
the cake shops that were once meeting places for the Jewish
community, the beautiful Italian-designed foreshore parks and
the diverse array of eateries offering food and drinks from
around the world, Port Phillip is a city built by its multicultural
community, where anyone can have a wonderful time.
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